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Maths is Fun! 



Let’s start at the end!

Q: What is the End Game? 

A: The Mathematics “Early Learning 
Goals” 

The DfE expectation is that the Early 
Learning Goals will be achieved by the 

end of Reception class at school 



ELG Number

Children count reliably with numbers from 1-
20, place them in order and say which number 
is one more or one less than a given number. 
Using quantities and objects, they add and 
subtract two single-digit numbers and count on 
or back to find the answer. They solve 
problems, including  doubling, halving and 
sharing. 



ELG Shape, Space and Measure

Children use everyday language to talk about 
size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time 
and money to compare quantities and objects 
and to solve problems. They recognise, create 
and describe patterns. They explore 
characteristics of everyday objects and shapes 
and use mathematical language to describe 
them. 



‘Every Day’ Maths
Exploring Through Play

Everyday Language in Nursery and Reception
• Big, Bigger, Biggest, Tall, Small 
• Less, More, a lot, a little, the same 
• Lots of counting (including zero 0) 
• Language of shape “pass me the round one please” 
• One more, one less 
• “Please give me one of those… (2, 3 etc)” 
• Heavy / light 
• In games (5, 4, 3, 2, 1 blast-off, hop scotch) 
• Songs (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, once I caught a fish) 
• Before, later, soon 
• Time “its 2 o'clock, lets get ready for play time” 
• Behind, next to,
• Money “That will be 50p please” 



Number in Nursery

• - 1-10 
• - Number in the environment 
• - Spontaneous use of number language 
• - How many in a set 
• - Represents number as marks 
• - Matches number and quantity 
• - Groupings 
• - Number recognition



Number in Reception

• - Writing numerals to represent numbers
• - To 10 and then to 20 and beyond
• - Estimates 
• - Comparing sets “fewer, more” 
• - Count groups and combine them
• - Finding and saying ‘one more’ and ‘one less’
• - Using the vocabulary of addition/subtraction
• - Identifying their own maths problems



SSM in Nursery

• - Arrangements 

• - Similarities of shapes in environment 

• - Positional language “in, under” 

• - Shapes in everyday conversation 

• - Complex construction 



SSM in Reception

• - 2D and 3D shapes 

• - Describe their position “behind, next to”

• - Make patterns (repetition, symmetry)

• - Order things by length, height, weight and 
capacity

• - Language of time 

• - Language of money 



‘Every Day’ Maths 
Ideas to Help at Home

•Buses, cars, lorries (numbers, big and small) 
•Number hunts 
•Shape hunts 
•Baking (capacity, weighing, amounts) 
•Pretend play 
•Sorting (dollies from teddies, cars from dinosaurs, clothes) 
•Stairs to bed 
•iPad / quality TV 
•Buttons when dressing 
•One sock, two socks 
•Food routines (More, less, how many? laying table) 
•Shopping (matching, shapes, quantity) 
•Helping carry things (heavy, light) 



Thank you for coming along

Any Questions?


