Childer Thornton Primary School

Charging and Remissions Policy
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INTRODUCTION:

All education during school hours is free.  We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum with the exception of swimming where a voluntary contribution is requested to cover the costs of transportation to the venue.

Voluntary Contributions

When organizing school visits which enrich the curriculum and educational experiences of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the visit.  All contributions are voluntary.  If insufficient contributions are received, the visit may have to be cancelled.  If a visit does go ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution.  We do not treat these children differently from any others.

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school visit or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we will still allow the child to participate fully in the visit or activity.  Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit.  Parents have a right to know how each visit is funded and school will provide this information on request.

The following is a list of additional activities organized by the school which require voluntary contributions from parents.  This list is not exhaustive:

· Visits to museums

· Outdoor adventure activities

· Visits to the theatre

· Musical events

· Specialist visitors into school

· Workshops held in school

The school may also ask for voluntary contributions to meet the cost of materials for practical activities and/or if the finished product is to be taken home.

Residential Visits

If the school organizes a residential visit in school time, or mainly school time, we do make a charge to cover the costs of the board, lodgings, travel expenses, insurance, any costs incurred for supply cover in order to support the visit (to meet required supervision ratios) and other charges as may be incurred (eg: visiting a museum during a residential visit).  If parents are experiencing financial difficulties they are invited to contact (in confidence) the Headteacher.

Music tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. School currently funds specialist instrumental teaching for all children in Y5 and Y5.

Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for children in KS2. These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. The school asks for a voluntary contribution towards the transport costs of this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place.

Extra-curricular activities outside school hours

For all after school clubs run by staff, there is a nominal charge of £1 to meet expenses such as resources, photocopying, transport etc.  (This does not include Wise Owls which provides wrap around care).

Clubs run by external companies such as Premier Sports, PDS, Spanish, all operate their own charging system independently from school.

Out of Hours Club (Wise Owls)

Breakfast club is offered each day of the school term from 7.45 am – 8.45 am.  Our school also offers after school care from 3pm – 6pm.  The cost for wrap around care is £4.00 per hour.  Sessions are booked in advance on a termly basis.

Remissions:

Parents/guardians may be exempt from paying for all or part of residential visits or activities/after school clubs that are designed to fulfill statutory requirements if they are in receipt of any of the following:

· Income support

· Income based jobseekers allowance

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· Child Tax Credit (not Working Tax Credit), the family’s annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs) does not exceed £16,190

· The guarantee element of State Pension Credit

The remissions criteria outlined are identical to the criteria for Free School Meals eligibility. The school strongly encourages any parent/guardian, who is in receipt of such benefits, to claim their full entitlement.  Proof of current entitlement to any of these benefits would need to be provided to the school in the event of a remission in charges being requested where the pupil is not in receipt of Free School Meals.

Any parent/guardian experiencing difficulties in meeting any charges should discuss the matter in confidence with the Headteacher.

To find out if your family is entitled to free school meals – contact the School Meals Helpline on 0300 123 7039
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